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Current GCSE 
System in England 
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GCSE Grading

New Grading Structure

Standard 
Pass

Old Grading Structure

Currently, pupils finish their compulsory educa-
tion by sitting their GCSEs (General Certificate 
of Education). In 2017 the GCSE system in 
England changed from the old letter grade 
system to a numbered grade approach. The 
numbers used for this system range from 1 - 
9, with 9 being the highest grade obtainable. 
The reason for this change was to make it 
clear to students across the country that the 
examination system had been changed with 
quality learning put at the heart of them. There 
was also a desire to strengthen the quality of 
qualifications in England and raise the bar in 
terms of difficulty. This has enabled learners 
to keep up with their counterparts from other 
countries. 

In addition to the changes regarding differ-
entiation, this system now utilises a linear 
approach, with students’ knowledge being 
tested at the end of the course rather than the 
old modular approach that used coursework 
and testing after a unit was studied.

Any student wanting to achieve a ‘good pass’ 
now needs to aim for a 5 or higher, with those 
getting more than five passes at 5-9 typically 
going on to study A-Levels. Take a look at how 
the new grades equate to the old system.

(Taken from DfE Factsheet for Parents)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/800507/GCSE_factsheet_for_parents__final_.pdf
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Route Diagram - 
Pathways After GCSE

There is a range of opportunities that are open to students when they complete their studies. 
The choice you make needs to be in line with the results you achieve. To help you, we have 
broken down the options in the table below for you to see the range of choices open to you.

A-Levels 
A-Level stands for Advanced Level, and it allows you to narrow your subject choices down to 3 
or 4 and then study the in-depth for two years. Choosing to do A-Levels is a wise choice if you 
are aiming to go to university or enter an apprenticeship at a higher level. Here at Phi, we can 
help you to reach your potential when it comes to A-Level study. Why don’t you connect with 
us to discuss your options and make a plan that will get you where you want to be.

BTEC & Technical Certificates

BTEC stands for Business and Technology Education Council and is a vocational approach to 
learning. You can complete a range of levels, and this makes it an excellent choice for students 
with or without 5 or more GCSEs at Level 4 or above. Technical Certificates allow learners to 
develop the specific skills needed for jobs and are a good choice if you know what it is you 
want to do after education.

Apprenticeships & Traineeships 
If you are keen to start work but want to develop your skills to progress, then an 
apprenticeship or traineeship may be a good choice. An apprenticeship is essentially a job 
that provides you with training and the chance to earn money and qualification as you work. 
A traineeship is a course that you study that offers a work placement as a part of the course. 
Traineeships can lead to jobs from the work placement, but these are not guaranteed.

GCSE

A-Levels Level 3 BTEC 
or Diploma

Technical 
Certificates

Traineeship Level 2 BTEC Technical 
Certificates, 

VRQs or NVQs

Level 2  
Aprenticeship

Level 3  
Aprenticeship

5 or more 
GCSEs at 4 - 9

Less than 5 
GCSEs at 4 - 9
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A-Level 
subject 

pathways

If you have chosen to remain in 
education and undertake A-Level 
study, then you will want to choose 
the right courses that will help you 
onto the degree path you want to 
take at university.

There is a wide range of A-Levels 
available, but it is wise to choose 
from the ‘facilitating subjects’ to 
keep your options open. Facilitating 
subjects are the type of subjects that 
are widely required for degree-level 
study and mean that you will not 
limit yourself too early on. We have 
included a handy guide to these 
subjects below so that you know 
what will be expected of you.
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Biology 
Biology is the study of living things and covers the way living systems 
work. You will learn about genetics, bacteria, viruses, molecules, 
evolutionary theory and much more.

When you study this course, you will develop skills in data collection, 
evaluation, setting up investigations, lab skills and problem-solving. 
These skills are particularly complimentary to Chemistry and Maths 
but also work well with Physics and Languages.

When it comes to choosing a degree path with Biology, then you can 
consider the following courses:

The types of jobs you can consider with this subject range from health 
services and biomedical research scientist to vet, geologist, forensic 
scientist and conservationist. Careers in Bio-engineering are expected 
to increase significantly over the next decade, and studying biology 
now will help you to be part of this exciting change.

• Medicine
• Veterinary Science
• Dentistry
• Pharmacology
• Botany

• Zoology
• Biology
• Ecology
• Biomedical Science

Chemistry 
Chemistry is the study of matter and substances. You will learn about 
atomic structure, the Periodic Table, chemical equilibrium, alcohols, 
hydrocarbons and much more.

When you study this course, you will develop skills in analysis, 
problem-solving, lab skills, monitoring records, maintaining records 
and research. These skills are particularly complimentary to Biology 
and Physics but also works well with Maths.

When it comes to choosing a degree path with Chemistry, you can 
consider the following courses:

• Forensic Science

• Pharmacology

• Applied Chemistry

• Environmental Science

The types of jobs you can consider with this subject range from 
an analytical chemist and chemical engineer to forensic scientist, 
nanotechnologist and formulation chemist.
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Maths 
Mathematics is the study of mathematical topics. You can expect to 
learn pure maths (geometry, calculus and trigonometry) and also 
applied maths (mechanics and statistics).

When you study this course, you will develop skills in problem-solving, 
communication, time management, constructing logical arguments, 
analytical reasoning, critical reasoning and quantitative reasoning.

When it comes to choosing a degree path with Mathematics, you can 
consider the following courses:

Physics 
Physics is the study of forces and their effect on the world. You can 
expect to learn about atoms, the universe and the theories associated 
with it.

When you study this course, you will develop skills in problem-solving, 
scientific research, lab skills, monitoring & maintaining records, data 
analysis and reasoning.

When it comes to choosing a degree path with Physics, you can 
consider the following courses:

The types of jobs you can consider with this subject range from being 
an accountant or a data analyst to actuary or a teacher. You can even 
consider becoming a meteorologist or working in computing to help 
develop mathematical modelling!

The types of jobs you can consider with this subject range from being 
an engineer or an astrophysicist to a programmer or a radiographer. 
If you love Physics but want a slightly different career, then you can 
consider working in the financial sector too as there is a need for 
people who have a sound knowledge of statistics and programming. 

• Engineering

• Economics

• Mathematics

• Actuarial Science

• Engineering

• Applied Physics

• Earth Science

• Chemical Physics

• Statistics

• Accountancy

• Physics

• Astrophysics

• Geophysics

• Theoretical Physics

• Mathematical Physics
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Geography 
Geography is the study of the earth, human development, climate 
change, environment and natural hazards.

When you study this course, you will develop skills in data analysis, 
data application, problem-solving, communication, critical thinking 
and researching.

When it comes to choosing a degree path with Geography, you can 
consider the following courses:

The types of jobs you can consider with this subject range from being 
a town planner to an urban regeneration officer and a travel advisor 
or a global development officer.

• Physical Geography

• Human Geography

• Environmental Studies

• Maths

• Archaeology

• Oceanography

English 
English is the study of the language itself or the literature produced in 
the English language. You can expect to learn about modern English 
as well as the language derivation. 

When you study this course, you will develop skills in analysing, 
interpretation, constructing arguments, communicating effectively, 
critical thinking and researching.

When it comes to choosing a degree path with English, you can 
consider the following courses:

The types of jobs you can consider with this subject range from being 
a journalist or a copywriter to a lawyer or a politician.

• English 

• History

• Psychology

• Journalism

• Law

• Sociology

• Politics

• Anthropology
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History 
History is the study of modern and ancient human history. You will 
learn when key events happened, and what shaped them into events 
we recall today.

When you study this course, you will develop skills in assessing 
sources, constructing arguments, locating information, problem-
solving, communication and researching.

When it comes to choosing a degree path with History, you can 
consider the following courses:

The types of jobs you can consider with this subject range from being 
a lawyer or historian to a politician or economist.

• History

• Law

• English

• Economics

• Journalism

• Politics

Languages
Languages are the study of different cultures, their language and 
literature. You will learn how to communicate effectively in the 
language you choose.

When you study this course, you will develop skills in effective 
communication, understanding different perspectives, constructing an 
argument, deconstructing meaning and problem-solving.

When it comes to choosing a degree path with Languages, you can 
consider the following courses:

The types of jobs you can consider with this subject range from being 
a journalist or a translator to a lawyer or a politician.

• Languages

• Geography

• English 

• Law

• Journalism

• Politics 

• Sociology

• Anthropology
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Current A-Level 
System in England

The Current A-Level system was put in place back in 2015 and consisted of students studying 
a two-year course and then completing their exams at the end of the course. The idea behind 
this decision was to ensure that a student’s learning was deep as well as broad.

Most students study 3 to 4 subjects, picking those that will support your step into the 
university course you choose. A-Levels can be studied in school sixth forms or colleges, but 
they will be some variation in which courses are offered in each location. You can also choose 
to study A-Levels independently.

The first year of A-Levels is called A/S Levels, and you will complete exams that show you how 
well your studies are going and help you to decide whether to resit or change subjects ready 
for your second year. While A/S Levels are a recognised qualification, you are not able to enter 
university with them and will need them converted into full A-Levels for university.

Each university sets its own entry criteria, and so you will need to check the courses you have 
applied for to find out which grades you need to achieve. The current grades are A*, A, B, C, D 
and E. If the grade is not at E standard, then a U will be issued instead.
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Route Diagram - 
Pathways After A-Levels 

While University may be the most popular pathway after A-Levels, there are other options 
open if you do not want to continue your studies or if you want to try something different first. 
Take a look at our handy diagram below to find out what your options are. 

University 
Many A-Level students spend their time planning which university they want to apply to for 
further studies. Here at Phi, we are here to help you achieve your best so that you get into 
your first choice placement.

Gap Year
Many students decide that they want to take a year off studying to explore the world, get some 
work experience or volunteer. The typical times to do this are either just before university or 
just after and the timeframe can range from a couple of months to a full year away.

Apprenticeships & Traineeships 
Entering into an apprenticeship after A-Levels means that you can access higher-level jobs 
straight away. An apprenticeship is a job that teaches you and pays you at the same time. The 
School Leaver Programme is something that is designed by a company that wants to train a 
young person who has chosen not to go onto university.

Employment 
Some Students complete their A-Levels and head straight into employment. This is often the 
case when a student has a job offer waiting or when they have studied something that can be 
put into action in the workplace.

University School Leavers 
Programme Gap Year Apprenticeship Employment

A-Level
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UMS and
Grades

Grade boundaries are set after all exams have been completed and 
can vary each year. The reason for this change is to ensure even 
coverage of grades and that the papers are moderated consistently.

All A-Levels are marked out for 400 or 600 UMS, and the conversion 
is dependent on the difficulty of the paper, and how well the whole 
cohort did in the year, they were sat.

The grades are broken down as follows:

A* = 90% of total UMS

A = 80% of total UMS

B = 70% of total UMS

C = 60% of total UMS

D = 50% of total UMS

E = 40% of total UMS

U = anything less that 40% of total UMS
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University 
Applications

When it comes to applying to university, you will need to apply for their placement before 
they complete their A-Levels. This application is made through the Universities and Colleges 
Admission Service (UCAS) online.

The application process is administered via the school or college, or you will have to do it 
personally if you are an independent learner, and the login details are then shared with you. 
The process you will need to take is as follows:

1. Choose the 5 courses you want to apply for (or 4 if you are applying for medicine, 
dentistry, veterinary medicine or veterinary science). It is essential to research each 
course that interests you and make use of the university open days to get a feel for 
each location.

2. Complete your personal details on the application form. This includes listing your 
GCSEs grades, A-Level predictions and any employment history you may have.

3. Write your personal statement. This is your chance to share information on who you 
are and why you are an excellent choice for the course you want to study. You must 
spend time to write this to the best of your ability, and we would suggest that you ask 
as many people as possible to read through it and give you feedback. 

4. Attend an interview. This step may not be required, but you may be asked to attend 
an interview at the universities you have applied to. These interviews may be formal or 
informal, and you will be given full details when you are issued with an invitation. 

5. Review your offers. As your application progresses, you will get a range of offers to 
consider, and it is worth taking the time to look into all aspects of life at each placement 
you are offered to ensure that you choose the best course and university for you.

6. Make a choice. When all your offers are in, you will need to decide on your first choice 
and your insurance choice and submit these online.

7. Results day. On results day, you will need to check if you have what you need for your 
firm choice if you have your acceptance will be automatically applied. If not, you can 
look to accept a place at your insurance choice as long as your grades meet the re-
quirements.

 » If your results are lower than expected, you can enter Clearing to be offered a place on a 
similar course at a different university. You can also request that your paper is remarked 
or choose to take a gap year and reapply a year later.

 » If your grades are higher than you expected, you can enter adjustment, which is a system 
that will try to get you onto a course with higher entry requirements.

 » Whatever your situation is on results day, there are options for you, and it is important to 
use the support networks around you to get an outcome that makes you happy.

https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/
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Oxbridge, Medicine,  
Veterinary & Dentistry 
Applications

Oxbridge is one of the most competitive university application 
processes and is linked to Oxford and Cambridge University. When 
it comes to applying for an Oxbridge place or a course in Medicine, 
Veterinary Medicine/Science or Dentistry then your application will 
take a different route than students who want to complete a differ-
ent course. To help you navigate this process, we have broken down 
what will be expected if you want to take any of these pathways.

Oxbridge
You are only able to apply for one course at either Oxford or 
Cambridge and will also need to select the college within the univer-
sity that you want to apply for. If you are unsure about which college 
you want to join, then the university can choose for you if you submit 
an open application. However, it is sensible to take some time to 
research each college and choose the one that best fits your outlook 
and aspirations.

Being admitted to either university will mean that you must get one 
of the following pass combinations: AAA, A*A*A*, A*AA. There is little 
point applying if you are not confident that you will achieve these 
results. You will also be asked to submit any AS grades you have, and 
you will be expected to have an 85% average or higher in these to be 
considered for your course.

It is common to be expected to undertake additional tests and to 
submit examples of work you have completed so that it can be 
assessed before you are offered an interview. Each course will have 
its own criterion such as the BMAT to GMAT exams. It is wise to 
research this before making your application.

Candidates who pass these initial selection phases will be invited for 
an interview which is designed to work out if you are the right fit. The 
interviewer will want to see how you respond to difficult questions 
and whether you have the ability level they are looking for.
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Medicine, Veterinary Medicine/Science  
& Dentistry 

To gain access to the medical degree pathway of your choice, then 
you will need to get a minimum of 3 A grades to be considered, 
and this must include Chemistry and Biology. This is an incredibly 
competitive field, and the earlier you apply, the better. 

Each applicant can choose a maximum of four courses to apply for, 
and the process takes longer because there are so many applica-
tions to work through.

If your application is shortlisted, you will be invited to interview at the 
university. There are a few ways these interviews are conducted, so it 
is important to do your research before attending. 

The three main interview types are:

• Panel Interviews. This is where you are interviewed by a 
small group of people who will ask you a set of questions. 
They take around 20 - 30 minutes each and some 
universities will ask you to go through two-panel  
interviews before they make a final decision.

• Multiple-mini Interviews. This type of interviewing style is 
known as MMIs, and you will be expected to move around 
a room of up to 8 interview stations where you will spend 
a short time answering questions or participating in an 
assessed scenario.

• Assessment Centre. If you are invited to an assessment 
centre, you will be expected to spend the entire day 
completing a variety of interviews and tasks that all  
assess your suitability for a place on the course.

Oxbridge, Medicine,  
Veterinary & Dentistry 
Applications
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Degree 
Pathways

If you need further information on the types of degrees open to you, then take a moment to 
read through our degree pathway section below.

Medicine/Dentistry/Veterinary Science 
 
A course in these areas of science will lead to a career in medicine and will qualify you to work 
with patients in clinical settings. These courses typically take longer than other undergraduate 
degrees and will be made up of academic study and clinical time. 
 
Typical employment paths for people with these degrees include working as doctors, vets and 
dentists as well as university lecturers. 
 
There is a considerable demand for places on these courses, and so the entry requirements 
are remarkably high. You will also need to demonstrate, through your personal statement, that 
you have the right personality to complete the course. All applicants are advised to complete 
some form of work experience before they apply, and while a job in a relevant field is desirable, 
you can also show your commitment by having held down a long term part-time job instead. 
 
Typical entry requirements:  
AAA in Chemistry, Biology and one other. 
 
Essential Courses:  
Biology and Chemistry 

Pharmaceutical Studies 
 
Completing a Pharmaceutical Studies course will educate you in the field of drug production 
and developing new medicines. You will develop an excellent understanding of the properties of 
drugs and learn how to make them using your organic chemistry skills. This course takes 3 years 
to complete, but many universities offer a fourth year in industry to help you gain valuable work 
experience. 
 
Typical employment paths for people with this degree includes roles within the pharmaceutical 
and biotechnology sectors. Careers include research and development as well as manufacture 
and supply. Previous graduates have gone on to enjoy careers as a research scientist, drug safety 
associate, clinical trial project manager or pharmacy technician. These courses also provide a 
perfect platform to pursue higher qualifications, such as MSc and PhD.  
 
Applying for a course in Pharmaceutical Studies requires a combination of academic qualifi-
cations and a commitment to the area of study. Successful A-Level results in science subjects 
will be a must for any university, with some places demanding a second science A-Level, as well 
as good GCSE science and maths grades. A personal statement that demonstrates a desire to 
achieve success in a relevant career after graduation will help to secure an interview and offer of 
a place at your chosen university. 
 
Typical entry requirements:  
BCC including a B or above in Chemistry or Biology 
 
Essential Courses:   
Chemistry & Biology 
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Engineering and Pure Sciences 
 
Studying Engineering and Pure Sciences at undergraduate level opens many doors and allows 
you to explore the subjects of pure and applied sciences before choosing which specialism you 
would like to pursue. Pure Sciences are focused on theories that help you to understand the 
natural world, whereas Applied Sciences are based on the knowledge we have about nature. 
Applied Sciences relates to Engineering and Technology, whereas you will develop your Pure 
Science knowledge through extensive lab work to predict outcomes and test theories. 
 
Most engineering degrees, like other applied sciences degrees, will allow you to gain technical 
expertise and real-world experience alongside academic qualifications that you can use to 
further your career. 
 
After graduating with an Engineering degree, many people will choose the field that they would 
like to specialise in. For those who wish to work towards Chartered Engineer (CEng) status, a 
Masters in the chosen field can be studied after graduation. Other graduates take advantage 
of the wealth of transferrable skills that they have developed and can typically pursue a career 
in a diverse range of sectors. - 
 
Engineering is a field that is continuously in demand, and applying to university will competi-
tive. Having excellent A-Level results is a must with a heavy emphasis on maths, further maths 
and sciences.  
 
Typical entry requirements:  
AAB, including Maths at grade B and another science subject. 
 
Essential Courses:   
Maths and Physics

Degree 
Pathways
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Computer Science 
 
Studying Computer Science at Undergraduate level will teach you about the technology that 
powers modern life and how to develop it to help solve modern-day problems. There is a 
range of excellent universities that offer industry placements as part of the syllabus, allowing 
you to have the opportunity to find out more about how to use your degree when you gradu-
ate. 
 
A computer science degree can lead to a wide range of career options which include software 
engineer, web developer, computer programmer or systems development officer. The content 
of most courses allows students to develop a variety of transferable skills that are sought after 
in many sectors, such as problem-solving and analytical processes. A wide variety of well-
known companies regularly hire Computer Science graduates. 
  
Computer science is an extremely competitive sector as it increases in popularity year on year. 
With high numbers of applications to Computer Science degrees, universities can select the 
best from the pile of applications. This means that good A-Level results are necessary but the 
subjects studied are not usually significant. Computer Science is a subject that often requires 
no prior knowledge, and so previous computer studies would be advantageous but are not a 
requirement.  
 
Typical entry requirements:  
ABB in any A-Level subjects. 
 
Essential Courses:   
Maths & Computer Sciences 

Finance and Economics 
 
Choosing to study finance and economics will teach you both technical and theoretical knowl-
edge about different world economies. Your course will typically last 3 years unless you choose 
one with an additional 1-year industry placement. This is a popular course and is offered at 
most universities across the country.A degree in finance and economics will open career path-
ways in banking, investment, research and trading. It will also give you the skil 
 
ls you need to follow a career in accountancy or financial planning and has many transferrable 
skills that will allow you to cross into a career in other areas such as government and politics. 
 
As this is a popular course, it is also extremely competitive, and you will need to demonstrate 
strong academic skills along with a range of extracurricular interests. If you have held down a 
part-time job throughout your studies, then this will also benefit your application and personal 
statement.  
 
Typical entry requirements:  
AAB - with a B or higher in Maths 
 
Essential Courses:   
Maths and Economics  

Degree 
Pathways
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Natural & Life Sciences 
 
If you are keen to study science, then there are plenty of undergraduate degrees to choose from 
across the country. You can expect to learn all about how your chosen subject impacts the world 
and take part in a range of experiments to test the theories you have learned. Your lab skills will 
develop along with your communication skills and problem-solving abilities. 
 
A science degree will open up opportunities in research, teaching, biomedical sciences, energy 
production and many other industries that require the skills a science degree teaches. Science 
degrees are also an excellent foundation for further study at Masters and Doctorate level. 
 
Studying science is growing in popularity every year, and there are many exceptional courses 
across the UK to choose from. When you write your personal statement, it is essential to explain 
what it is about the subject that interests you and where you want to take your learning after you 
complete your undergraduate study. 
 
Typical entry requirements:  
this varies from AAB - BBC depending on the institution you choose. 
 
Essential Courses:   
Biology and Chemistry 

Social Sciences 
 
Social sciences cover a broad spectrum of disciplines that include psychology, sociology and 
criminology as well as politics, social policy and international development. These topics are often 
offered as standalone degree courses, but some universities also offer a Social Science degree 
which covers all and allows students to develop their interests. All social science degrees will 
incorporate research methods which make graduates very employable. 
 
Whether you choose a specific subject or a broad social science degree, you will learn about a 
range of theories and how to apply them, as well as how to conduct in-depth research and ana-
lyse results. This means that graduates will have the option to go onto further study; specialising 
and qualifying in your chosen area or use your skills acquired throughout the degree to enter 
employment in a range of different fields.  
 
There are a wide variety of options when it comes to studying social science, and most people 
will be able to find a course that suits their area of interest. It is beneficial to have A-Levels in 
social science or humanities subjects and a personal statement that demonstrates why you 
interested in your chosen discipline. Relevant work experience or voluntary work would help you 
to gain entry to your first choice university.  
 
Typical entry requirements:  
ABB including a social science or humanities subject 
 
Essential Courses:  
One of either Social Sciences, Humanities or English Language

Degree 
Pathways
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English

Choosing to study English means choosing between Language, Literature or a combination of 
both. You will learn about how the language has evolved as well as being exposed to a range 
of different literature and writings that teach you about the history of the subject. English is a 
widely offered subject across the majority of universities, and undergraduate study typically 
takes 3 years to complete in this field. 
 
An English degree opens up careers that involve communication and investigation as well as 
research. Many graduates go on to have careers in journalism, communication, advertising 
and teaching. However, skills taught in an English degree are easily transferred and can be an 
excellent stepping stone to more specific postgraduate study. 
 
English is a popular choice for students, and it is crucial to find a university that offers the 
English course that you want to study before applying as there are many variations in each uni-
versity’s syllabi. When you complete your application, it is wise to explain why studying English 
will help your life goals and where you want to take it when you complete your undergraduate 
study. 
 
Typical entry requirements:  
ABB including either English Language or English Literature. 
 
Essential Courses:   
English Literature or English Language 

Law 
 
An undergraduate law degree can usually be achieved in 3 years as a full-time student and will 
often be a requirement for the next step in a legal career. Students will be required to study a 
range of core modules if they want their degree to be accredited but will also have some scope 
to chose electives and concentrate on areas where their interests are.  
 
A law degree is often the first step in a legal career that can graduates continue their journey 
to become qualified solicitors, barristers or other legal professionals. However, a law degree is 
also a well-respected qualification that can be used to enter a variety of other professions. This 
is because students will not only study the law; they will study how to apply the law and a wide 
range of legal skills that can be applied in many different careers.   
 
As a much sought after degree, it can be competitive to be offered a place in a law school, 
especially at the universities where their law department has excellent international standing. 
Having work experience linked to a law firm, in addition to good A-Level results will help you to 
gain entry to your first choice of law school.  
 
Typical entry requirements:  
AAB in any A-Level subjects 
 
Essential Courses:   
English or History

Degree 
Pathways
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Should I 
choose a  

3 year 
degree  

or 4 year 
MSc course?

Many universities now offer a 4 Year 
degree option that results in an 
MSc. However, it is wise to be wary 
of these courses as it still incredibly 
early to decide if you want to 
continue your undergraduate 
studies into Masters level. When 
you are nearing the end of your 
undergraduate studies, you will 
have a better grasp on what you 
have enjoyed and what you want 
to study further, if anything. The 
only real exception is if you are 
keen to pursue an academic career, 
although it is still pretty early to be 
making those decisions. 

19www.phi-tuition.eu
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University Application 
Timeline

To help you get organised, we have produced this handy timeline so that you know when to 
take each step in your university application process.

September

• Applications can be submitted

• BMAT (BioMedical Admissions Test)

October

• Oxbridge deadline for candidates - mid-October

• Medicine, Veterinary Medicine/Science and Dentistry deadline - mid-October

November

• November Admissions Test Dates for Oxford and Cambridge 

 » Applications can be submitted

 » PAT (Physics Admissions Test)

 » BMAT (BioMedical Admissions Test)

 » TMUA (Test of Mathematics for University Admission)

 » MAT (Mathematics Admissions Test)

 » TSA (Thinking Skills Assessment)

 » CAT (Classics Admissions Test)

 » ELAT (English Literature Admissions Test)

 » HAT (History Admissions Test)

 » GAT (Geography Admissions Test)

 » MLAT (Modern Languages Admissions Test)

 » OLAT (Oriental Languages Admissions Test)

 » Philosophy Test 

January

• Application deadline for all candidates (except for those with the mid-October deadline)

February

• UCAS Extra opens

• BMAT (BioMedical Admissions Test)
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May

• UCAS Undergraduate Search Tool becomes available

• All University decisions are due

June

• Firm and insurance choices due

• Late applications entered into Clearing

• Extra

July

• Clearing opens

• UCAS Extra Closes

• International Baccalaureate results published

• Late application University decisions are due

• Late application decision replies due

August

• A-Level results

• Adjustment opens

It is also important to note that while there are no specific GMAT (Graduate Management 
Admission Test) dates, you will need to arrange and complete yours in advance so that you 
have your results ready for your application.

University Application 
Timeline



How Phi can help.

If you need support with your learning, then get in touch with Phi today as we offer a 
range of support to suit your needs. All our tutors are experts in their fields and know 
what to teach to give you the best chance of success. You can choose from:

• Term-time courses

• Holiday revision courses

• Summer school

• Private tuition

• Online courses

All our courses and tuition support services are planned and prepared following the 
current exam requirements so that you can be confident you will be fully prepared 
with no gaps in your learning.

Not only do we mentor and teach our students, but we also provide comprehensive 
notes on each subject for you to use in your personal study time. This rules out the 
risk of having recorded something wrong or missing an essential part of your learning.

We use a range of teaching techniques and will help you to notice your own errors so 
that you can self-correct and develop your skills ready for your examinations.

If you choose to join one of our classes, then you can be sure you will never be with 
more than 7 other students at one time, allowing us the time we need to develop you 
as an individual as well as giving you the chance to learn from your peers too.

In addition to face to face classes, we also offer online sessions where you can join a 
live class and learn from home. This helps to reduce the chance of you missing out on 
an important class and means you can make the most of the study time you have.

Why don’t you get in touch today to find out more about our courses and tuition and 
book yourself into some sessions? You will not believe the difference Phi can make 
to your studies!

22www.phi-tuition.eu
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Useful
Websites

We have listed some of the most useful websites that offer students and parents a range of 
advice and information. We feel these sites will complement your studies and hope they help 
to answer any questions you may have.

Revision

• BBC Bitesize - there is a wide range of information for all GCSE courses for you to 
revise from.

• Get Revising - helps you to find appropriate revision and extra work to help you get 
to grips with what you need for your exams. 

• Go Conqr - this is a great website that helps you make revision materials (flashcards, 
mind maps and notes)

• Khan Academy - a free resource to help you develop your subject-specific knowledge.

• Quizlet - allows you to master each subject and get feedback on your progress.

• S-Cool Revision - an excellent site for both A-Level and GCSE students.

• Study Blue - a site that has a library of revision flashcards.

• StudyWise - a website dedicated to providing exam-specific advice and support.

• SparkNotes - a site with over 500 study guides for you to use.

All these websites also have apps as well so that you can revise on the go!

Pathways After GCSE

• A-Levels - links to the exam boards: 
AQA, Edexcel, OCR, CIE

• BTEC - gives you a range of informa-
tion on these qualifications.

• Apprenticeships - the Government 
website with all the information you 
will need.

• Technical Certificates - the Gov-
ernment website that examples the 
different certificates available.

• Traineeships - the Government 
website that provides a search tool 
for Traineeships in England.

•  

Pathways After A-Level

• Universities and Colleges Admis-
sion Service (UCAS) - link to the 
website that will explain the system 
and how to apply.

• Apprenticeships - the Government 
website with all the information you 
will need.

• School Leavers Programme - help-
ful advice from UCAS on the pro-
gramme so that you can decide if it is 
right for you.

• Gap Year - a handy website that has 
a range of ideas and opportunities 
when looking for a gap year.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://getrevising.co.uk/
https://www.goconqr.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://quizlet.com/
http://S-Cool Revision
https://www.studyblue.com/
https://studywise.co.uk/gcse-revision/
https://www.sparknotes.com/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
https://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec.html
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2019-performance-tables-technical-and-vocational-qualifications/technical-certificates
https://www.gov.uk/find-traineeship
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.ucas.com/further-education/apprenticeships-and-traineeships/traineeships-and-school-leaver-programmes
https://www.gapyear.com/
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